[M:1 A] 


[B] 


‘Buy truth, and do not sell it; [buy wisdom, instruction, 
and understanding]’ (Prov. 23:23). Lo, this is like the 
truth of the Torah. Just as this [the Torah scroll] 
requires lines [in the hide, to keep the written lines 
straight], so this [the Scroll of Esther] requires lines. 
Just as this is available for exegesis [that is, one may 
interpret the language of the Torah], so that [the Scroll 
of Esther] is equally available for the close reading of 
exegesis.” 


[N] R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Samuel bar R. Isaac: 
“The scroll that Samuel gave over to David is available 
for exegesis. What is the scriptural basis for this view? 
‘All this is in writing from the Lord, which he made me 
understand’ (1 Chron. 28:19)]. 


[O] “‘All this in writing’ refers to the tradition; ‘from the 
Lord’ refers to the Holy Spirit; ‘which he made me 
understand’ proves that it is available for exegesis.” 


[P] R. Jeremiah asked, “And why do we not interpret 
‘And the plan of all that he had by the spirit 
[BRWH]’ (1 Chron. 28:12) [that the plan was 
revealed by the Holy Spirit?]” 


[Q] [“Because,”] said R. Mana, “what is the meaning of 
‘by the spirit (BRWH)? It means ‘in the breath of 
his mouth’ (BRWH PYW).” 


Cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Joshua bin Nun read 
the Scroll of Esther on the fifteenth [M. 1:1C]. 


[Since the analogy was to Shushan, the capital, which had a wall in the 
time of Ahasueros and which celebrated the occasion on the fifteenth, 
why does the Mishnah not refer to cities which had a wall at that same 
time, namely, in the time of Ahasueros? Why refer, rather, to walled 
cities in the Holy Land and then in an earlier era, namely, the time of 
Joshua?] R. Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “They paid 
respect to the Land of Israel, which lay in ruins in those days. [There 
were few walled cities in the Holy Land in the time of Ahasueros. 
Therefore,] associated it [the law] with the time of R. Joshua b. Nun.” 


[C] And why should not everyone read the Megillah on [that same date 
of] the fifteenth? 


[D] R. Abbahu provided the following interpretation: “[With reference 
to Est. 9:19:’ Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in the 


